


Introduction

Welcome to Baﬂ [ ake /’7’1:5t01y JOI, a Prcscntatlbn tﬁatattcmpts to tell some of
the stories of some of the or[gina/ settlers of our community.

/t was created for those who love Baﬂ Laéc because when we learn about our
/71:‘5t01:g we st'rcngt'ﬁcn our communlly.

[ ven those who 5/@/91!' t'/7roug/7 /nﬁstory classes will find it interesting. T he cast of
characters will become familiar. (Go t'/7roug/7 it more than once and you’// think of
them as gyour friends (and 5ourﬁoat rides will be more lhtcrcsi'lhg,).

PDluration: 15 minutes

Numcrous historians and authors have written about our area. 5cc the [ast slide (1: = ‘§ourccs ¥/ .
T/'/c accuracy of the details isn’t guarantccc/.

Qucstfons orcomments : C ontact /> aul E rickson at cn’c;ésonpau/suc@ao/ com
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[ ar{g Native Americans

Man came to our area as the g/acicrs receded.

Nomadic hunters, fisherman, 53 therers of berries, nuts & weeds.

Nomadic bunters, bow & arrows, ceramic vessels and buria/ grouna’s (evidence of
settlements in the (GGull [ ake area).

[ ess nomadic, f:arming (wild rice), settlements move from rivers to lakeshore.

T he fur trade was active. 7776 Dakota were c//'sp/accd [75 Ojibwc.
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5@553[96553 mah Trai/

With the Eu//afl}?g of the NF KK fine, came the
settlement of W’tﬁf}vgton Kobert Archibald who

was on tflc £ rst survey crew, was t/m % irst
ﬁomesteaa’cr

(Wﬁcn Post'a/ service was established the name was
cﬁangca’ fo Dccrwooa’ to avoid contusion with

W or‘tﬁmgton )

Many of, Baﬂ Lakc 5 car/y settlers
came down the 5@5535@531173/7 Tral/
from W t/nngi'on A eerwood.



[HJomestead Sections (|~ ven #) vs.
NFEKRK Sections (( Oa'a/ 2,

Jo Promotc the [;'wilcfzhg of transcontinental rail
Ines, the (]S Govt gave every odd numbered
section within 6 miles of the new line to the
railroad.

Bag [ ake is within 6 miles of the line thatwas
built from [ ake 5uPcrior to [ ugctﬁouna’
(which goes tﬁroug/l Deerwood). So
ap, roximately half of Bag [ ake was available for
omesteading. T he [and that was given to the
raflroad was available for Iourc/msc.

T his atfected the timing anc?pattcm of

c/cvc/olomcnt. For cxamP/c, the land that is now

Bay [_akc 5/)01‘::5 was homesteaded while
Eag/c wood had to be Purcﬁascd



Dave & [ illie Achibald

Jn 1882, Dave & 772[/1'6 Arc/v’ba/c/, became the first 535 Lakc settlers. [Dave had
been born in Nova Scotiain 1845. A/tﬁougﬁ t/:cy intended to homestead, the land
was in Section 3 (odd numécrcc]} so it had to be Iourc/;asca{



Acfﬁba/a' ((_ontinued)

Bcforc ] 920

[ heir onglha/ /og home was replaced Pnbr to about 1920. [ he house was later
purc ascafég the Bc/ow famf(g from Kansas.

7 he property js now owned [y Pelow decedents (Blistains & |Wolfs).



Nick Ne wgar*c{ born in Penmark in 1845, settled in W’tﬁington (PDeerwood) in
18755 where he worked as a laboreron the track gang and at the sawmill

Jn 1877, he became a part of the first romance in the new settlement when he married
Mar:g Jo/mson, sisterof a I/Vitﬁington area homesteader. (//nfort'una t'c[g she died

within a year. [Je neverremarried.

/n 1882, he homesteaded most of what later became the /‘/a// /> ro/ocrt:g and
Birch [ awn.



Milem, (_hristensen & Pennett

/

Py

[ce ’/'Thts migp of Bay Lake’s Novth Shore
. as drawn in the 1880’s.

Christensen—__

o BeAffett &
/ A '"-0"-.}\" ’-.'/’? $°

Jn 1882, Jo/m Mi/cm, Christian (hristensen & Ashael Pennett homesteaded the
northwest area of., Bay La;éc.

Pennett built a sawmill ﬁust cast of where K uttger’s Main Loa’gc /s toc/aﬂ).

Jn 1884, 535 [ ake was established as a voting Prccinci'. Jo/m Mi/cm, Dave Archibald and
Nick Ne wgarcf were named asjucfges. Milem’s home was the first voting P/acc.



FHenrich K nieff & [ ouise

Wasserzieher

[TFenrich K niett, born in Gcrmany in 1822, married
Doris Schlatferin 1953.

Tﬁcﬂ settled in New (JIm in 1856 where [Jenrich
opera ted a fcrryéoatanc/ had a tin 5/70P’ Afterthe Civil
l/Var‘ t'/wﬂ moved to Cf:gsta/ Bay on [ ake Mi}met'onka.

Doris died in childbirth in 1868 lea ving 7 children under
the age of 15.

Jn 1872, [fenrich marred [ ouise l/l/asscrzic/n-:r. 7_/765
returned to Cr:gsta/ 535 where four more children were
born.



K nietf (C_ontinued)

In 1883, [Henrich & [ ouise homesteaded on the
northeast shore of, Bay Laﬁc.

T/wir first winter was spent /}'ving in Nick Ne wgarc/’s

chicken coop.

[n 1885, tﬁcy built their home (1 212 Pic:t'urc after
additions).

Toa’aﬂ, their granc/son A/Z?czri' (A and his wite Juc{y own Knietfs Shore Acres

and live in the ongina/ house.



Otto & Adeliz

Wasscrzic'ﬁcr

Otto Wasscrz:cﬁcr Lowsc ( Wasscrzwﬁcr) chﬁos
[vrotﬁcr born in Gcnnan in 1837, married. Adc/c Vogt
in 1869. (Ficture d aré ? Adele and theirson

In 1883, Otto accompanied [Jenrich K nietf on his
ex /oratocy tﬁP to 555 [_akc anc/ in ] 884, he and

dele homesteaded cast of, K nieff’s on the north
shore of E cho Lakc (now Tamc /:15/7 Laée)

T/)carc wasn’t a roac/ but i'/zc could visit 6y boat tra vcﬁn‘g across E cho
Lakc down the Mucf Klvcrancf into Bay Lakc



Wasserzieher ((_ontinued)

J/)/ﬁs Paintin% done /:g [Fenrich Kniett, a'c/oicts the
asserzieher homestead where t ey grew berries and

aPP/cs.
Toc/ay, tﬁcirgrancfson, K en,and his wite Sharon ,five
on the homestead (north side of | ame [ish [ ake
" Koad at he "/\/fap/c 55rup” sign ).
[ ater, theirson |~ dward, owned and oPcratcc/

§unsct C abins, a small resort acjaccnt fo ( and now
owned bﬂ) K uttgers.

!

e built and opera ted this steamboat to fcrry
peo le on Bay [ ake and [ cho [ ake (now T ame
ish Lakc). [He had adra w[aric/gc between the
akes.

Toa’aﬂ, their granc/son, Gi/ancf his wite Doroi'/y, still own Propcrt between
K uttger’s and Blistain’s (the former A rchibald Propcrtyf




Gcorgc & Maggfc [Hunt

Jn 1883, Geoxgc Albertand Maggfc [Hunt (and their 1 1
c/ii/a’rcn), homesteaded most the southwest Port/bn of
Ba‘g Laléc Cand a Parce/ across the /a»éc}.

[ ater, the Purcﬁasccf the northern Fortion of [Funter’s
Pay Foint (which had been given to the NFKK).
o/ 5

With Nick Ncwgar‘a’ and the ——
Wasserziehers, the [Junts later formed the i o o
Baﬂ [ ake [Fruit GGrowers, an organization 5 P

t/7.at5/79’opcc/ Proc{ucc from Peerwood by

bOXC&I‘Z

7_/765 built a frame house between t/rEDO/hts that are now owned Ey Birkeland’s and

rickson’s.



[Funt ((_ontinued)

Onc of their sons, Gcozgc Wilbur (known as “C3VV? or
"Granc/Pa [Hunt?) was a remarkable garc]cncr.

[Te was also a Lay Minister at No;éag [ ake, Vineland and
Pecrwood. [Je walked to these locations.

)
[ heir fanmhg operation lead to the c{cvc/opmcnt of [lunt’s ; :
Canncry which was later owned and opecra ted [)ﬂ one of their ﬂgj

“:\TW}
e BT 2

sons, Ka{oﬁ, and his wite Alisimon. EFJ . “,

Mang of our “older” residents remember buying sweet corn and berries at the
Canncry (often coming [75 boat) and home baked bread and Pics from Ka{o/:’s

sister-in-law, Silvia.



C harles & A rilla Wﬁcc/cr

Jn 1882, (harles 8 Arvilla \Vheeler settled in l/Vii'/u}?gton
where he held the Posihbns of Station Agcnt and [ost

Mastc‘n

Jn 1885, 1:/7@5 homesteaded what is now (_ontent, Do{y’s
Addition and 535 [ ake Shores.

Charles died the fo//owing year. Anvilla moved to
Prainerd where she met and married Albert Miller the son

Cfarcncc Wﬁcc/cr; son of Cﬁar/cs & A rvi//a,
was the first K ural 'Route 2 mail carrier out of
Peerwood. [e is Picturcc] with his side-car mail
cfc/zlfcry motorcyc/c on a road thatwas in front
of the current Ruttger’s Kesort location.



yhore

Jn 1886, the FionecerC ooperative Companﬂ (known as the Baﬂ [ ake Co/ong),

was chartered to be an "cxpcn}ncnt n coopera tive associations”.

7-/76 co/ony /ourcﬁasca' the Bcnnctt sawmill and /i;éc(g the Bcnnctz‘ and Mi/cm

ﬁomcstcads.

Bcnnctt moved about 6 miles cast where he established another sawmill on the cast
shore of F arm /s/ana' lake in a small settlement that became Bcnncttvi//c.

T/;c a o/ony was a financial failure and it closed the next year, but it attracted a
numberof, Pionccrs to 535 [ ake.



Joe & _Josephine
(Wasserzieher) Ku

Jn 1886, Josejoﬁ Ruttger, born in Gcrmany,
came to Bay Lakc to run the steam cngfnc for
the C o/onﬂ ’s sawmill.

W/hen the Co/onﬂ c/osccl,v he homesteaded
what is now Malkerson’s [sland.

[n the fall of 1889, Joscpﬁlhc I/Vasscfz:bﬁcr;

came fo staﬂ with ﬁcrrcccnt{g widowed sister,

[ ouise (I/Vasscrzicﬁcr) K nietf-

Abouta year later, Joe é«Ja;go/n’nc were married in the

front room of the K nietf home.



K uttger ((_ontinued)

T/ICﬂ lived in the home _Joe had built on the island gofc:turc of
Joe & Joscpﬁi}?c in their later years 5}/ the house which is still on
the island).

Alexwas bornin 1892. [n 1894, with their second child on
the way, t'/wy moved to the mainland.

Soon atterward, tbcy Ecgan construction of the home
(that even toc/ay is part of the K uttgers Loa’gc [wi/Jw’ng)

which, later, led them into the resort business.

T/)@/%granalson Jack,anc/ bis wite Ann, and t/;cﬁ"grcat' granc/son (hris, and bis
wife Joannc,cont'lhue the K ut'tgcr’s Kcsort' /cgacy on 535 Lakc.



E rath Brotﬁcrs

Jn 1886, the [ rath brothers came to work
at the C 0/0175.

7716 homesteaded the shoreline that is
now 53170’ Bcacﬁ /> ané Grc Koac/ and

Wa;écman Koaa’ as wellas a 5u[75tantla/
amount of Jand off the lake.

Onc of the brothers traveled to /\/ort/I Da;éota to work the harvest /‘fc returned
soon after the ice had formed. Hc crossed to K uttger /sland and then C/7urc/7
[sland but fell t/7roug/7 and drown on 5rlg/7ton [Foint.

A yearortwo /a ter, bhis brother also fell t'/7roug/7 the ice and drown on
Bngﬁton f> oint.



[ orrey Sawmill

=g When the o/onﬂ sawmill closed in
about 1887,_James Torrcy and his son,

,

/Tl Bennett - Bay Lake Jra, who j01}7t{g ojocratca’ a sawmill in

Dccrwooc/, built a mill on 535 La)éc.

'/—-—’—j\__ -
_~The TorreySdwmill 3%

. \/

7776 new mill was located across from [ndian Foint.

7_/76 property js now owned by the f‘fcgcncs famf{y.



[ orrey Sa wmill & [ndian Foint
‘9 -

BN .

T his is a picture of the [ orrey sa wmill with “Kuttger [sland”, where Joc &
I Y 4
Joscp/n’nc were homesteaded, in the backgrounc/.

/ra [ orrey ‘s house on [ndian Foint is now part of the [ndian Foint Kesort.
4 P



Miller Sawmill

/n 1897, A/[?Cf't M///cr from the Gamson area, who had married ,4 rvilla Wfrcc/cr
widow of C/')ar/cs W/zccfcr the homesteader of what is now Contcnt Dot:g S
Aa’a’tt/on and 535 Lake 5/701‘65, bougllt t'/76 Ton’cy CE] wml//

i)
S -..‘: P ae

-3 : V\ GW & = ol .
' . - : Unt ‘3‘ ¢
Ira, Albert 'P < - :

ﬁau/lhglogsacross e ¥ ; : | Err 1 {MI‘“e
BayLa,éc _ o> £ *; <

7—/76 M///crﬁa WIﬂI// C rew

Toa’aﬂ, A/bcrl"s granc/son, A/bcrt M//fcrjr lves with bis wife Mur/c/ on Tamc
[ish [ ake Koad.



A dolf [_ undstrom

[n 1900, Adolf | undstrom jourcﬁascc] what is
now (hurch Jsland F/anni}’lg to /og the lumber.

[Te'd come to America from Sweden with his son
_John, after his wite died in childbirth.

/n a/ojoroxﬁnatc{y 1909, he lost his son to
tuberculosis.

[T decided to return to Sweden and sold his
island to the [irst [ utheran (hurch of St Faul

for $1.00.

[irst [ utheran’s Bag [ ake Camp has been
opcratlhg on the island since 1926.
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/n ] 904, Artﬁuré"» [ aster Gray Purcﬁascc/ a farm
north of the lake.

Two years [ater t/ney Purcﬁasccf fand and built a store
on the 5@55@56531773/1 Fafi(notc the oxcn).

/n 1919, t/:cﬂ sold the store to Kuttgcr’s (now Kut’tgcr’s
C ountry 5torc).

Tfmy then Purc/zascc/ 8 acres and built a resort.

T/mirson, Gora'on, /a tcro]ocra ted a resort, hardware store and mi//wonés ’ f‘fc
sold the store and millworks to Lan‘y & Nancy 7_/701715 in 1969 who turned it into an
Ace [Hardware Storein 1 973 and built a new bui/ding in1989.



/\/c wgaraf /7'3/4 K uttger &
“C ontent”

Jn 1902, [ . F [Hall an architect from Du/utﬁ,ﬁrougﬁt his
bride to K uttger’s.

W/7i/c on a walk t/nsy met /Vioé Ncwgarc/ and sometime
Prior to 1973, tﬁcy Purcﬁasccf some of the his property.

Ne wgard then Purcﬁasccf a Portion of the W/‘lcc/cr
homestead where he built a home.

Jn his later years he asked bis friend Joe K uttgerto
check on him if smoke 5t'oPPcd coming from his cﬁl}nncy.

7_/76 smoke stoPPcc/ . Joc checked. /V/ck was dead. 7_/76 roperty was willed to
_Joe. Toa’aﬂ it 18 part of ‘Content? which is owned Ey the _Johnson & K eller
Families.



A a’ams, Torrcy & Koa ds

5omctimc Fn’or to 19173, Kuttgcr/s/anc] was £5 Tk it ke "Isz Vin < 8 et
soldto (. uy/cr Adams (who discoverediron ore 8l = e s
in the [Deerwood area .....and whose name was

used to name the C uyuna Kangc).

i o A : %
o/
W

e
-

A
[ ater it was sold to the (Gold %s, ancestors of the f}k

currentowners.

Moz
m

T he origina/ road a/ong the North Shore went a/ong the shoreline (in front of

current cabin locations).

Ancf, on the /\/ W side of the lake the road went across what is now the /<a//cstad(
F arm (l.e. well a way from the lake).

/f’ a Torrciy, who sold his sawmill to A/bcrt Mi//cr;
homesteaded what is now the [Jansen [Family property an J Bl
much of /Vort'/mast E cho Bay. :




Wattensmith, Magﬁan & Path

Jofm i thel
I/Va#cnsmitﬁ settled
5 W of, 535 La;éc. M Bat’ﬁ homesteaded
[ ater generations the far northeast shore
settled on the cast side | TR} and [~. A. Bath
of the lake (bﬂ what is ST < gt §- homesteaded to his
now Wattensmith Koad). b S cast.

7

I

~ - y
> \ .

: [ 2 :” ] S
/7 1 g ey .
41 F &7 o Nz

b\ s .

Kobert Mag/')an married Alisetta \Violetta (Alice) Mi//cr a’aug/n!'cr of car{g
(arrison area homesteader (_harles Mi/'/'cr and sister of A fbert Mi//cr who took
overthe Torrcy sawmill. 777:3 bhomesteaded Ey F artn'c/gc Lakc in 1883. La ter

generations Jvedwest o Bay [ ake (nearwhat is now Mag/;an Koad).



.5umma/y of . ,50[176 of the Ear[g
/‘]’omcstcadcrs & 5@ ttlers




Bay [ ake Schools

Tﬁcrc were at least 4 535 Lakc area
schools.

7716 tirst schoolwas built in 18 84, on fand
that was donated 55 Jo/m Mi/cm . ;‘,- sad® v

Jn 1902 it was rcP/accc/ bya new bu:lUw’ng T | i l - I“
(where K uttger’s tennis courts are toc/ay). -
T he oﬁ'gf}va/ /og schoolhouse was
dismantled and moved to Deerwood

o wns/n)o.

A fist of the =2 ils enrolled in 1910 include the /'o//owing
familiarnames: Albert & (asper Mi//cr; I/I/lfl}iam, Fdes Max
K uttger, Marie Arc/;ﬂga/j Mortimer Batﬁ, (larence
nycc/cranal Myﬂc /: uller 64/@)( K ui'tgcr’s future wi/c).



56'/700/5 (continued)

7—/)15 Plcturc of the /< atrine 5(:/700/ was
takenin 191,

/t was located near f‘]’untcr"s 5 ust

north of what is now Eag/cwooc{ oacf

Tflc two rut road later became /‘/ gﬁwaﬂ
6 and then fag/cwooc/ 'Koad.

W Note that [Junter’s Bay is visible in

5015'/1 Plcturcs

In 1962, i Away 6 was relocated anc] the school/

house was condemned. Art [lansen (Curt’s father) &
5oug/7i' t/:c Ew/'afrngancf movca’ it to it’s current site. i @@




A few of the car[g
‘6ummcr F cop/c “

(ntil air c:ona’it'lbn/hg became Popu/arit was common for Pcop/c from K ansas and
Missouri to seek the cooler Minnesota climate.

/n 1901, f: rank & /‘/c/cn Bc/ow, from 5t [_ow:s, MO, came to Kuttgcr’s and
[ater Purcﬁascc/ some of the Arc/n'[)a/c/ Propcrty and Biral /s/ana{

T heir decedents Plistains & Wolfs own
the former A rchibald Propcrly toc/ay.



7-/7@ Kansas C o/onﬂ

Jn 1898, Mr. & Mrs., Fred Poone, from Junction City, Kﬁ were K uttger’s first “rcgistcrcc/
gucsts”anc/ [ater t/lcy Purc/u—asca’ Propcrtﬂ on the Nort/7 5/70rc ( now the 7-/'ctz /70mc).

Overthe years tﬁcg enticed many other K ansas families to Auy property on 535 [ ake.

E vcm‘ua/(g the shoreline east of, K uttgcr’s became known as the Kansas C o/ony.

§Pnhgcr, Wc{gc/ & Wagaman (Manhattan) Poone & Durland Uunction Cn{y),
Mcycr (A tchinson), [Hofton & B/ac,é (Wichita). A c/c/iivbna/{g Kitchies [70ug/7t on
the northwest shore and Warc/;ams (/\//an/ma t'i'an) Iourc/msca’ the northeast /ooint In

the Rattle Foint Birch [ awn area.



[nabout 1920, [ B &(,//la Frerce (from the [ win (ities)
bcgan camjpiqg on Jand that was owned bﬂ G W f‘]'unt.

[ ater t/wﬂ were able to éuy +Jots (now Farrish, MacKay,
[ rickson & 5oscy Properﬁcs) :

T/)C/?grancfson, Pud MacKay, still lives on one of the lots.



cunion

.
A&

ftou ;IILStOIy '

w
‘ -

‘
4
'

akelis qpccﬂa{

&7










